Newsletter-Winter 2003
This edition of the Newsletter contains exciting news from the Society about our recent Council and Annual Business meeting. At the start of the Holiday Season, we also want to extend  warm wishes to all for a joyous holiday and a healthy and successful NewYear.
From the Council
Raymond Pollak MD-Secretary Treasurer
The Council met at the Mid-America Club atop the AON building in Chicago on Monday, October 20th, 2003. The Society’s budget and new by-laws were discussed and approved. Of note, is the provision for the inclusion of representatives of the resident trainees in surgery at both Chicago and Peoria. The council discussed the efforts to shore up the endowment for the vacant Warren Cole Chair and the Lloyd M Nyhus Chair. Mr Jonathan Hand from the Office of Advancement provided updates in regards to the fundraising efforts that have been ongoing-particularly the very successful party on the occasion of the 80th birthday of Lloyd M Nyhus held in June at the University Club in Chicago. There were 56 attendees of the Society at this event who were most generous in their support of the proposed Nyhus Chair. Raymond Pollak provided an update on the Warren and Clara Cole Foundation and Dr Abcarian reported on the successful research efforts ongoing in the Department of surgery in Chicago. The next Council meeting is to be held in Chicago on January 30th, 2004.

Annual General Meeting 
Raymond Pollak-Secretary Treasurer
The Annual general meeting of the Society was held in Chicago on October 20th, 2003 in conjunction with the Annual Clinical Congress of the American College of Surgeons.  Together with the Department of Surgery we held an initial reception and then the Annual Dinner /Business Meeting at the MidAmerica Club atop the AON building. Close to 60 members and their spouses were in attendance. Dr C Rollins Hanlon was the third Warren H Cole lecturer and he provided some vignettes on his close friendship and association with Warren Cole over the years. The Society presented Dr Hanlon with a handsome set of glass bookends in recognition of his years of service to the Society and the Warren and Clara Cole Foundation. The members present then approved the changes in the by-laws and endorsed the Society’s budget and activities for the past year. There was the traditional ‘open microphone’ session at the end of dinner and our new President, Dr Charles Sheaff awarded Jim Waltz a ceremonial gavel for his service as President. The meeting was then adjourned-to be reconvened in New Orleans in 2004.
The Web Site
Raymond Pollak MD-Secretary Treasurer
Thanks to the foresight of Council and the expertise of our web-master contractor, please revisit the Society on the Internet! Our web address is www.whcolesoc.org- make a note of this since much that we now do on paper and via the US mail, will also be accessible and transitioned to the web. In addition,the site allows for the provision of membership applications, updates and information. There is also a’ members only’ page which is password protected. To enter this page, we will be sending an announcement by e-mail and US mail so that you can find a long-lost member or colleague from years ago and also examine your own personal information. There is also the facility to send the Society any pertinent update information as well as messages that you would like to convey. We are also interested in receiving constructive criticisms of the site in order that we can improve it for the benefit of the membership. Enjoy this new innovation-perhaps it will stimulate those who are less facile with the internet to become more acquainted with this great new medium.
From the Departments of Surgery
Raymond Pollak MD-Secretary Treasurer
This part of the newsletter will continue to have departmental news as well as any contributions from Dr. Herand Abcarian and Dr. Norman Estes in Peoria, the respective Department Heads. The past few months has been quite busy with the large number of prospective resident applicants being interviewed for the available positions. On match day in mid-March, all positions in both residency programs are likely to be filled with high quality candidates. 

For additional items in the newsletter, please contact the Society or send e-mail through the web site or to rpollak@uic.edu
